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a DS/LL. Ref: 11/HCO/1i44. 


Be 
i] 
iy trom the High Commissioner for Brunei. 


, Lo the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
October,...1951. 


Saving. 


a” 

Your Saving telegram No. 77 of the 5th of 
September, 1950. Miss Gwilliam's Report on Brunei. 
A copy of the/State Education Officer, Brunei is 
attached. 


Zs The attendance of the State Education Officer 
at the last two regional conference of Directors of 
Education held in Singapore was very beneficial. The 
increased air services have greatly improved communi- 
cations between the territories. The Director of 
Education, Sarawak was able to visit Brunei again at 
the end of 1950, and it is hoped that the Woman 
Education Officer will be able to pay a visit this 
year. An Inspector of Schools from Sarawak has 
inspected all Chinese Schools in Brunei during the 
past two years. 


3. The contact with Batu Lintang Training Centre 
and School is also of very great importance. Not only 
does this provide 10 trained teachers and "English" 
education facilities for seven pupils from Brunei each 
year, but it necessitates consultation on matters of 
general policy and detailed consideration of salary 
scales, syllabi, curricula, etc. Consultation on 
Mission “English Schools is difficult because the 
Head of the Roman Catholic Mission, the only Mission 
operating schools in Brunei, is stationed in North 
Borneo. 


he The extended provision and improvement of 
English education is probably the most important and 
urgent problem awaiting solution. The practical 
difficulty is the recruitment of qualified staff. 
Attempts have been made to recruit from the United 
Kingdom two temporary Education Officers under the 
"secondment scheme". So far one officer (who is a 
married man) has been obtained. Qualified Asian Staff 
is not available locally and the only solution is to 
recruit a few trained "English" Teachers from Malaya 
and Singapore. Such recruitment is seriously hampered 
by the comparatively inferior and unattractive salary 
scales applicable in the Borneo territories. 


as The standard of the few Mission "English" 
Schools, which provide the only opportunities for 
English education at present, falls far below the 
desired level; very largely because of inadequate and 
untrained staff. If there should be unavoidable delay 
in establishing Government English Schools in the main 
towns, consideration will be given to ways and means 
of encouraging the Roman Catholic Mission to staff and 
equip their schools more efficiently. 


/6eThe- position vs. 


ff... 


’ 1 oe ; 
rom the High Commissioner for Brunei. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


6; The position concerning training in trades and 
crafts has improved considerably as the Oil Company has 
recently opened at Seria a Preparatory Trade School which 
educates pupils up to the standard required for admission 
to the Company's Technical School. The possibility of 
awarding a few scholarships tenable at the Government 
Trade School, Singapore, is also being considered. 


Te The rapid post-war development of such voluntary 
organisations as the Hed bross, Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 
has placed a very considerable strain on the comparatively 
few literate people in Brunei. However, consideration 
will be given to the possibility or organising an Adult 
Literacy UVampaign. There is a good deal of adult 
education being organised at Seria by the Education and 
welfare Staff of the Oil Company. 


Se The question of the establishment of a HKegional 
Text-book and Publications Bureau has been under consider- 
ation for some time. Without the assistance of such a 
central agency it is very doubtful whether the Borneo 
territories would be able, within a foreseeable time, to 
provide such publications. 


9. I regret the delay in replying to your Saving 
telegram under reference. 
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